
SFAS Application Process and 
Requirements 
NSFAS (National Student Financial Aid Scheme) is a South African government-funded program that 
provides financial assistance to students who are financially needy and academically deserving. The program 
provides funding for tuition fees, accommodation, and other related expenses. In this article, we will discuss 
the NSFAS application process, requirements, and other important information. 

Application Process 

The NSFAS application process can be done online or by submitting a manual application form. The online 
application process is quick and easy, and applicants can complete their application in a few minutes. To 
apply online, applicants need to visit the NSFAS website and register as a user. Once registered, applicants 
can log in mynsfas and complete their application. The website is user-friendly, and applicants can easily 
navigate through the various sections of the application. 

Applicants who prefer to submit a manual application form can download the form from the NSFAS website. 
The completed form, along with the necessary documents, should be submitted to the financial aid office at 
the applicant's institution. The manual application process takes longer than the online process, and 
applicants should ensure that they submit their application well before the deadline. 

Requirements 

To be eligible for NSFAS funding, applicants must meet certain requirements. These requirements include: 

• South African citizenship or permanent residency 

• Registration at a public university or TVET college 

• A combined household income of less than R350 000 per annum 

• Academic eligibility (minimum of 50% average for undergraduate students and 60% for 
postgraduate students) 

• Valid South African ID or birth certificate 

• Proof of income (payslips or affidavit if unemployed) 

• Proof of residence (utility bill or affidavit if living with a relative) 

• Applicants who meet the above requirements should apply for NSFAS funding. However, meeting 
the requirements does not guarantee funding, as NSFAS funding is limited, and not all applicants 
will be successful. 

Closing Dates 

The NSFAS application process has two closing dates. The first closing date is for first-time applicants, and 
the second closing date is for returning students. The closing dates for the 2022 academic year are as 
follows: 

• First-time applicants: 30 November 2021 

• Returning students: 25 February 2022 

• Applicants who miss the first closing date can still apply by the second closing date. However, 
applicants who miss both closing dates will not be considered for funding. 

Funding 

https://sassaloans.co.za/nsfas/


NSFAS funding is not a loan, and students who are awarded funding do not have to repay the amount. The 
funding covers tuition fees, accommodation, and other related expenses such as textbooks and transport. 
The amount of funding awarded is determined by several factors, including the student's academic 
performance, the cost of their studies, and the availability of funds. 

NSFAS also provides a bursary program for students who are studying in critical skills areas such as 
engineering, medicine, and education. The bursary program covers the full cost of tuition and provides a 
monthly allowance for living expenses. 

Conclusion 

The NSFAS application process is straightforward, and applicants who meet the eligibility criteria should 
apply for funding. Applicants should ensure that they submit their application before the closing date and 
provide all the necessary documents. NSFAS funding is not a loan, and students who are awarded funding 

do not have to repay the amount. The program provides financial assistance to students who are financially 
needy and academically deserving and is an excellent opportunity for students who cannot afford to pay for 
their studies. 

 


